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$4,194,634 AWARDED TO SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS IN OREGON

Health Resource and Services Administration Announces 278 Grant Winners for School-Based Health Centers Capital Program Nation-Wide for a Total of $95 Million in Funding


(Portland, OR)  Today the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) awarded $4,194,634 in competitive federal grants to school-based health centers (SBHCs) in Oregon to improve access to basic primary health care for school-aged children, many of whom have no other sources of care. The School-Based Health Centers Capital (SBHCC) Program (HRSA-11-127) is the first-ever source of federal funding to uniquely support school-based health centers.
The funds for the SBHCC program awards were made available under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (section 4101(a)) to support expanded capacity of SBHCs and increase the availability, efficiency, and quality of care for children and adolescents. The funds are available for construction, renovation, and equipment needs.

Paula Hester, Executive Director of the Oregon School-Based Health Care Network, congratulates Oregon’s SBHC community and all 12 grantees.  “Not only will kids be able to receive critical health services where they are, but these funds also mean the creation of construction jobs in communities across the state.”

School-based health centers are a cost-effective investment, proven to reduce inappropriate emergency room use, increase use of primary care, and reduce hospitalization rates, particularly for hard-to-reach populations.  (Despite this, the U.S. House voted to defund the next round of competitive grants for the SBHCC by passing H.R. 1214 on May 4. The legislation is yet to be taken up in the Senate.)
“SBHCs are a critical component of our health care safety net” said Linda Juszczak, Executive Director of the National Assembly on School-Based Health Care (NASBHC). “They help prevent chronic disease in adolescents, reduce Medicare costs and emergency room visits, and improve educational outcomes. Yet they are in need of increased state and federal support, which is demonstrated by the more than 350 applicants from around the nation that applied for this much-needed federal funding.”

Of the 356 applications submitted, 278 projects across the country received funding. In Oregon, communities that will receive funding include: 
· “Multnomah County will use our award to remodel three centers that are 20 years old, and purchase updated equipment for all of our SBHC sites. These investments will help us better serve the school age youth of Multnomah County,” says Jill Daniels, RN, and SBHC Program Manager for the County. “We care about the kids that walk through our doors. Some of them have nothing. We are the one stable thing in their life. Every day our staff comes to work to help those kids. I can’t think of anything more rewarding than that.” Multnomah County also proposed to build a new SBHC in East County under the New Access Point federal grants.

· Traci Fossen of Kids Health Connection/La Clinica reports, “The award we received at Kids Health Connection/La Clinica will provide electronic medical record equipment to be added to our five current health centers (all elementary schools) and allow us to purchase a mobile health center that will provide access to services at 8 additional elementary schools across five school districts.  Our intention is to provide mobile outreach services to an additional 700 low income, homeless, rural, migrant/seasonal and frontier children over the next two school years.” 

· Hillsboro is a suburban and rural community with pockets of high poverty. With the grant, they will construct an SBHC at the high school, where 20,000 students in the district will have access to care. 
· “In Lincoln County, we were very excited this morning when we heard the great news about our Grant Award, which will focus on improving the quality of care through better use of allocated space, updating the environment, improving confidentiality.  Making the changes to the clinics allows for more mental health & addictions group meeting space.  We currently have four SBHCs.  We requested funding for new construction for our Newport SBHC and renovation of the Toledo SBHC.  We also requested and received some money for equipment.  We currently see about 720 students but the grant will help us increase our capacity to serve 900 students! Lincoln County has a high number of children on free and reduced lunch.  We also have a large number of homeless children. In some cases, our SBHC provide the only medical care they receive,” says Rebecca McBee-Wilson, Lincoln County Division Director.
· In Deschutes County Kate Moore, Maternal and Child Health Manager, explains that, “Our grant is to build a facility in Sisters to serve a rural community hard hit by the recession. We plan to serve seniors and students and to join Sisters schools in building programs linking both groups for mentoring, and opportunities for service learning. We are very excited to build this new model!”  

· North Clackamas School District will use the funds to build a center at Milwaukie High School where, in partnership with Outside In, they will serve more than 4000 students within the district. Assistant Principal, Michael Ralls, who has been on a five-year journey to see this become a reality, says “it is a dream, a vision come true.” Michael has promoted school-based health care to the district school board, teaching them about the benefit it will be to the students, and he has driven the partnership with Outside In, bringing mobile services to the school in the interim. 
·  “In Columbia County, we are improving 2 clinics,” says Sherrie Ford, MPH, SBHC Coordinator, “making one more accessible for teens, and making both more accessible for mental health services. Rainier is a rural community and the SBHC is on a K-12 campus of 1050 students. Columbia County does not have a hospital, and Rainier has NO primary care providers except the SBHC. Without the SBHC, Rainier families have to travel 60 miles for mental health services.”

	Grantee Awards in Oregon
	
	

	Columbia Health District-Public Health Authority
	Saint Helens
	        500,000 

	Community Health Center Inc
	Eagle Point
	        494,640 

	Community Health Centers of Benton and Linn Counties
	Corvallis
	        124,617 

	Crook County Health Department
	Prineville
	        138,357 

	Deschutes County, Oregon
	Bend
	        500,000 

	Hillsboro School District
	Hillsboro
	        500,000 

	La Clinica del Valle Family Health Care Center
	Medford
	        456,890 

	Lane County School District #52
	Eugene
	          92,183 

	Lincoln County Health and Human Services
	Newport
	        500,000 

	Multnomah County Health Department
	Portland
	        426,266 

	North Clackamas Schools
	Portland
	        396,681 

	Siskiyou Community Health Center, Inc.
	Grants Pass
	          65,000 


More than 1,900 SBHCs across the country provide access for nearly 2 million students to a range of primary, mental, and oral health care services. These services are provided without concern for students’ ability to pay and in a location that meets students where they spend a majority of their day: at school.
SBHCs are located in geographically diverse communities, with the majority (57%) in urban communities and more than one-quarter (27%) in rural areas. Students in schools with SBHCs are predominantly members of minority and ethnic populations who have historically experienced under-insurance, no insurance, or other health care access inequities.

Further resources:

· Complete list of SBHCC grantees: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/07/20110714grantee.html
· HHS press release: http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/07/20110714a.html
· Oregon School-Based Health Care www.osbhcn.org 

· Oregon Public Health SBHC Program Health-School-School Based Health Centers 

· National Census of SBHCs: www.nasbhc.org/nationaldata 

· National Assembly on School-Based Health Care (NASBHC) Fact Sheets: www.nasbhc.org/factsheets 



















