Federal Policy Update

The House is back in session as of January 5th and we expect the Republicans to vote to repeal heath care reform. This is a symbolic measure and in reality, they cannot progress with it.
President’s Budget to be released in mid-February, a couple weeks later than usual, but the State of the Union will be broadcast on January 25.
Comment sought on two Federal items:
1. The Interagency Working Group on Youth Programs requests public comments to inform the development of a strategic plan for Federal youth policy.   Find more at http://www.findyouthinfo.gov/provideinput.aspx
2. Draft National Prevention Strategy – six pages -- is available at http://www.healthcare.gov/center/councils/nphpphc/draft_recommendations.pdf.  Comments due January 13 at http://www.hhs.gov/news/reports/nphps.html
NASBHC is seeking to build a case with CMS (Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services) for the need for federal reimbursement.  CMS is trying to be helpful, but it needs documentation.
1. CMS is very flexible on what it’s looking for – case studies, anecdotes, etc. – it doesn’t have to be any sort of “official documentation” of the unreimbursed care.

2. And since every state is different, each state may have different types of proof/documentation.
3. Doesn’t fit every state – only those places that are not reimbursing and have support from your state Medicaid/CHIP office
4. Provide documents to Brooke Lehman – blehmann@childworkspllc.com and she’ll be giving them en masse to CMS 
