Cultural Snapshot: Korea

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY

Confucianism, along with Buddhism and Taoism, esdingle greatest influence.

Confucian principles offer structured moral andigbcodes. The “Five Relationships” prescribe
behavior between ruler and subject, father andtsashand and wife, old and young, and between
friends. If you fall outside of any of these ra@athips, you do not, effectively, exist.

Christianity is on the rise in Korea. Korea has enGhristians than any other Asian nation except
the Philippines.

LANGUAGE & COMMUNICATION

English is asubject-verb-objectlanguage, while Korean issaibject-object-verblanguage. An
American speaking with a Korean might need to agerpatience, as the Korean speaker might
seem to be taking too long to “get to the point.”

Americans tend to be expressive, while Koreans trbghviewed as non-expressive. In Korean
society, for example, it is regarded as light-heghudr frivolous to display enthusiasm, and
considered a virtue to hide one’s feelings.

A Korean child might not look straight into a teachk eyes, since holding the eyes and head to the
side is a sign of respect.

Nunchi: an ability to guess or sense another’s feelisgstiments and thinking by perceiving the
environment and atmosphere that surrounds thetisitua

Kibun: inner feelings or mood. In interpersonal relasioips, keeping the kibun of all parties in
good order often takes precedence over all othesiderations.

The American way of thinking is direct while the i¢an way is indirect. Americans tend to move
from the specific to the general, while Koreanglumreverse.

Relationships involve a “loss of ego,” in the setis# one’s behavior is motivated by the desire to
please others.

FAMILY & FRIENDS

Proper interpersonal relationships are all-impdrgéanong Koreans, and there is little concept of
equality in relationships. Vertical rather tharribontal relationships are the norm.

The traditional family is a vastly extended onesdzhon a group of relatives connected to an
individual through the father.

The father is the unquestioned head of household.

There is a deep respect for elders.

Koreans are group-oriented, and individuality ibadlinate to one’s group, such as family, school
class, or business associations.

EDUCATION

Koreans have great respect for learning and sdimkshievement, and teachers are held in the
highest esteem.
The Korean educational system is highly competiéind achievement oriented.

The parents’ expectations for their children at®thin both academic and social areas, are very
high.
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CULTURE & CUSTOMS

* Rice is a staple of the Korean diet, as is Kimca'spicy, pickled vegetable dish (often made with
cabbage). Korean meals are not served in courdes! lat once.
Koreans do need feel the need to make conversaiong meals, but find it perfectly acceptable
to make noise while chewing or having soup.
An individual's ' birthday and 69 birthday are cause for tremendous celebratiors iBhielated
to the traditional East Asian calculation of timmet0-year cycles.
Many annual holidays in Korea involve family cereries dedicated to veneration of the departed
ancestors, including the ritual offering of fooddadrink.
Koreans do not avoid bodily contact in crowds dblpuplaces. In Korea, there is not even a word
for “privacy.”
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Cultural Snapshot: The Philippines

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY

The Philippines is the only country in Asia whetariGtianity is the majority religion.

The majority of the population (about 80 percen¢) Roman Catholic. About 5 percent are
Muslims who live mostly in the southern part of Piglippines. There is also a Philippine
Independence Church, some Buddhists, and a snrath&uof animists.

One Filipino trait is a deep sense of proprietgpdinown aslelicadeza One never asks for too
much or displays excessive emotions, lest theycbesed of a lack of delicadeza.

Pakikisama, or getting along with others is another importeaitie. The group’s will, objectives
and goals are always more important that the idda, thus it is best to go along with the
majority.

Utang na looh which is the root of giving and receiving of faspis also very important. A favor
given should be reciprocated, creating a web ofdebgratitude that can extend through
generations.

LANGUAGE & COMMUNICATION

Although residents of the Philippines speak somdi8lects in total, Pilipino (also called Tagalog)
is the national language.

While many Filipino-Americans speak excellent Eslgland use proper grammar and spelling,
they often have a different way of pronouncing Esigivords (pronouncing “f” as “p” or “th” as
“d,” for example). Native English speakers somesrhave difficulty understanding Filipino-
Americans’ accents, especially when talking overtgdephone.

In fact, some Filipino immigrants do not teach tlaiildren Tagalog and speak only English at
home, because they do not want their childrendavgrp speaking accented English.

In conversation, Filipino Americans frequently ldelnglish phrases with Pilipino words and
phrases.

FAMILY & FRIENDS

In the Philippines, the typical family is compos#dne elementary family (father, mother, and
children), with the addition of one or more relasy including grandparents.

The interests of the family—not the individual—tgkeority.

There is a deep respect for elders. Less comnuayt@ne way this was manifested was the use
of the “bless gesture.” An elder’s hand is offete@ younger person, who takes the elder’s hand,
brings it to his or her forehead, and then slowlgases it.

Children in many homes call their brothers ancesssby different terms depending on their birth
order. For example, the oldest son is callega or kuyang (by all younger siblings), while the
second son is callaetlko, etc. Daughters have their own equivalent titbegjinning withaté for

the oldest.

Hospitality is paramount in Filipino culture. A gatévisitor is the most important person. A
Filipino family will commonly give up its bedroomsyen the master bedroom, to accommodate
guests.
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EDUCATION

» Filipinos place strong value on education.

* While many Filipino students have the ability tadeEnglish, their oral vocabulary knowledge can
be limited, thus hindering comprehension of writheaterial.

CULTURE & CUSTOMS
Filipino culture is often described as a blendihi\estern and Eastern influences.
Western influences in Filipino culture include Giianity, English language, Spanish language,
and the American educational system and institgtion
Asian aspects include loyalty to family ties, resder elders, respect for authority, the imporenc
of not losing face, the importance of educatior Asian cuisine.
Filipinos share a tremendous enjoyment of food@uking. Filipino cuisine has Chinese, Malay
and Spanish influences. Favorite dishes of nomiRihis at parties and in Filipino restaurants
includepansit (rice noodles) and friedmpia (meat egg rolls).
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Cultural Snapshot: Vietnam

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
Buddhism is the official state religion in Vietnand practiced at some level by the majority offibpulation.

Many customs are rooted in both the Confucian msjoe education, family, and elders, and the Tadésire to avoid
conflict.

Fifteen percent of Viethamese are practicing CatholPriests of this faith are held in high esteem
Older persons are considered very knowledgeablevisel

Sparing another person's feelings is considere@ magportant than factual truth.

Stoicism and emotional restraint are highly respeégtersonal traits.

LANGUAGE & COMMUNICATION
Vietnamese has three main dialects and is a tanglilage with six basic tones.
Verbs do not change forms, articles are not useginsdo not have plural endings, and there areefixes, suffixes,
or distinctions among pronouns.

To show respect, Viethamese will bow their heads saperior or elder. When talking, one shouldlook steadily at
a respected person’s eyes. This also appliesthiée and student interactions.

When greeting, Vietnamese often bow slightly toheather and frequently join hands. Higher-rankiegle (such as
the head of the family) are greeted first. Womemdt shake hands with each other or with men.

Summoning a person with a hand or finger in theégiypposition is reserved only for animals or indempeople.
Between two equals it is a provocation. To summa@erson, the entire hand with the fingers faciogyrdis the only
appropriate hand signal.

There is an emphasis on indirect, yet open, wayswafaling feelings.

Children are taught not to be outspoken or to sbffwheir knowledge.

Praising someone profusely is often regarded &sf{a and sometimes mockery. Most people are r@gest and
deflect praise.

To avoid confrontation or disrespect, many Vietnaenwill not vocalize disagreement. Instead ofyielg negative
communication, people may not answer a question.

Speaking in a loud tone with excessive gesturesrisidered rude, especially when done by women.

Many Vietnamese will smile easily and often, redesd of their underlying emotion, so a smile carsngbomatically
be interpreted as happiness or agreement. Theyaugh in situations that other cultures may findgpropriate.
This laughter is not ridicule or beratement.

FAMILY & FRIENDS
The family is large and extended with three gemanatoften living in the same household. Thera $¢rong sense of
unity among family members and sharing resourcemishasized.
Children have a great deal of respect for theiep@rand are expected to be obedient.

Siblings must get along with each other. Oldeldebh must yield to the younger ones, and the yeunges must
respect the older ones.

Children often live with the family until they mgrrmo matter what age. There is a high degrearofly involvement
in one’s personal life.

The father makes most of the decisions with hig\wi€onsent. If the father is absent, the mothesides over the
family, and if both parents are gone, the eldestwadaughter makes decisions.

EDUCATION
Education is highly valued in Vietnamese culturarddts expect their children to learn as much asipte and
education is seen as the only way to secure aiqoit society and a better way of life.
Education is the formation of the whole person,ardy the knowledge of the sciences.
Viethamese school idiom: “Behavior first—learningliollow.”
The teacher is highly respected in Viethamese @iltu
Traditionally, individual meetings with teachersaconly when behavior problems or leaning problanise, so
parents may not understand the concept of a ptegaoher conference.

Parents expect homework for their children. Ifjtperceive the amount as inadequate, parents figlh @reate
additional homework.
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CULTURE & CUSTOMS

» Tetis the Vietnamese New Year, celebrated on theday of the first month on the lunar calendar alisthetween
January 19 and February 20. The first day is spehome with family and paying respect to one'sestors. The
second day is to honor teachers, and the thirdsdayvisit friends. It is a time to pay debts;dwe others, improve
self, and make friends out of adversaries.
Dermabrasive procedures based on hot/cold physi@og often used to treat coughs, headaches, naesgache,
motion sickness and other maladies. The procedwnmsist of pulling or pinching the skin, rubbiniged skin with the
edge of a coin, or by “cupping,” which is accompéd by heating up the air in a cup, then placimyiob the skin.
The resulting bruises from these procedures aemoftisconstrued as child abuse.
It is disrespectful to touch another person’s he@dly an elder can touch the head of a child.
Traditionally, Viethamese people list their familgme first, then their middle name, with theirtfiname listed as last.
Most names can be used for either gender.
When inviting a friend on an outing, the persoredffg the invitation pays for the bill.
Viethnamese may not take appointment times literalhd will often arrive late so as not to appearhventhusiastic.
In Vietnam, corporal punishment for children was tlorm. Parents are sometimes frustrated withgithgrdiscipline
tactics when coming to the U.S., as they feel tbieildren often lack respect for their elders assalt.
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