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Building a Movement 

The Oregon School-Based Health Care Network is excited to announce that Governor Kitzhaber has officially proclaimed February 2012 as School-Based Health Care Awareness Month. It is our hope that SBHCs from across the state will use Awareness Month as a platform for building community support for access to quality health care in schools.  The Network will lead this effort by working throughout the year to enhance public and policy maker understanding of SBHCs.

The Awareness Month campaign comes at an exciting time for SBHCs. SBHC supporters have been growing the SBHC movement across our state for more than 20 years, with profound results. In the last few years, the state has expanded the number of certified sites, increased state funding and helped expand access to care to thousands of children across our Oregon.  We want to keep this momentum going.

The time to make friends, said President Lyndon Johnson, is before you need them. The ability of school–based health centers to remain viable depends on our ability to nurture important “friendships”—relationships with the public that support and facilitate the school-based health care mission. Allocations of public resources are made to the services and programs that keep a high profile and demonstrate value to the community. Public relations and communications are necessary part of doing business.

We hope that during the month of February, school-based health centers across Oregon will conduct special promotional activities to generate awareness about school-based health centers, the services they provide to the community and the lives affected by these services.

This Awareness Month Tool Kit is meant to provide you with some guidance in planning and implementing SBHC Awareness Month activities. Feel free to copy word for word any content in this toolkit. The Tool Kit is also available on our web site at www.osbhcn.org/awareness
We ask that you keep us informed about your Awareness Month activities, events and media coverage so that we may share your successes with others. If you have any questions, or just want to bounce ideas off of us, the Network staff is here to help!  Please feel free to contact us anytime at info@osbhcn.org —we’re here for you.

We thank the Massachusetts Coalition of School-Based Health Centers and the National Assembly of School-Based Health Centers for allowing us to use some of their SBHC Awareness campaign materials.  We are truly part of a national movement!

