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2009 Legislative Priorities

Oregon School-Based Health Care Network

Advancing Access to Quality Health Care for Youth

Provide affordable health insurance for all children in Oregon

· Oregon should provide affordable health insurance coverage to all children. More than 100,000 children in our state have no health insurance, putting their health at risk and increasing long term costs from delayed care and loss of prevention services. 

· Oregon should invest in outreach for the Oregon Health Plan so that all children who are eligible can enroll.
· We support a provider tax to provide stable funding for health insurance for all children.
Expand access to school-based health centers (SBHCs)
· We support adding $1.4 million to expand mental health services in existing SBHCs and to create an additional twelve school-based health centers in Oregon, as outlined in the Governor’s Recommended Budget. Opening twelve new centers will provide up to 7,000 additional children with access to quality health care in school. 

· We support a provider tax to increase access to quality health care through school-based health centers.

Support stable funding for the Oregon Healthy Teens Survey

· The Oregon Healthy Teens Survey provides local data on child well being to the state, schools, policy makers and non-profits. This data is vital for evaluating local needs, finding solutions to address those needs and to make the case for grants and other funding sources. 

· The Oregon Healthy Teens Survey needs funding to ensure the collection of Oregon specific data.

Expand access to school nursing services

We support the School Nurse Task Force recommendations to:

· Collect data on availability types of current nursing services by school district.

· Phase in nurse to student ratios that meet national standards for nursing dependent, medically fragile, medically complex and general population students.

Enact health care reform that focuses on access and prevention

Health care reform should:
· Include insurance coverage for all children.

· Support the viability of, access to and expansion of the Safety Net, including SBHCs.
· Support payment for prevention services (including health care, mental health, dental and substance abuse prevention) that improve long term health outcomes and reduce lifelong costs but which are mostly not reimbursable under our current system. 

· Support access to primary care and management of chronic diseases.

· Investigate and fund pilots of alternative models of funding SBHC and other safety net services, such as:

· Sharing of resources between payers for population based preventative care, or

· Capitated, non-risk based reimbursement, or

· Continued payment relationships based on retrospective reporting of utilization or outcomes 

For more information contact: Liz Smith Currie, policy director, Oregon School-Based Health Care Network liz@osbhcn.org, 503-813-6440
